
TECHNICAL  
NOTE

Termidor®, Termites 
and Flooding



The effect on flooding on new and existing 
Termidor® treatments
Many events, such as cyclones, storms and other heavy rain events can lead to flooding of 
structures. As a consequence of these events, questions regarding the efficacy of past termite 
treatments may arise. This bulletin addresses these concerns.

Is my Termidor® treatment OK after heavy rain?

The key to the suitability of any termiticide in a wet environment is the propensity to leach 
through a soil profile upon a wetting event. The main measure for ability to leach is the 
product’s water solubility. Termidor has very low water solubility and therefore will not 
leach through the soil. Termidor tightly binds to organic matter in soil, which also limits 
its movement. All of these physical and chemical characteristics contribute to Termidor 
remaining active in the treated zones close to the foundations of the structure for as long 
as the soil and foundations have not been compromised or the normal time span for 
degradation has elapsed.

This includes soils that have been located in flooded areas. As an example, whilst 
conducting long-term field trials throughout Australia, a Townsville site suffered a major flood 
which completely submerged the Termidor treated plots for a lengthy period. It can be seen 
from the graph below that there was no effect on the amount  
of Termidor present in the soil.
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My house was subject to major flooding. Is my Termidor treatment still working?

This depends on a number of factors. Your Accredited Termidor Applicator is in the best position to determine 
this via a thorough inspection and written report. As a guide, Termidor should be used to re-establish the treated 
zones when:

	 �Soil erosion next to foundations has removed protective termite treatment zones.

	 �Any rectification work has moved or removed treated soil.

	 �Flooding has brought new, untreated soil next to the foundation.

	 �Foundation elements have shifted/moved or soil subsidence has occurred and untreated soil now requires a 
Termidor treatment.

	 �Treatments with other more water soluble products are suspected to no longer be in place to protect the 
structure (from previous use of non-Termidor materials).

	 �Adjacent patios, driveways, concrete pathways, asphalt pads, etc have moved and exposed soil areas that  
can now be treated. Especially when repaired and previous soil is moved.

	 �Landscaping has been repaired, added, etc and the previously treated zones have been disturbed.

	 �Repairs to the structure (especially foundation repairs) leads to the presence of untreated zones.

After receiving the inspection and written report it can be a little confusing with an overload of information. It is 
important that you sit down and discuss the report with your Accredited Termidor Applicator to understand the 
recommendations (why they are important), agree on a plan to carry out the recommendations and review the 
success after implementing the recommendations. Following this advice is very important, as it will affect the 
quality of the treatment and may also affect any warranty given by the pest manager.

What does all this flooding do to the termite threat?

The termite threat in areas that have suffered excessive rain events may actually increase. Termites increase their 
population based on a number of factors including access to moisture and food sources. Obviously after heavy 
sustained rainfall, the soil will hold moisture for a long period of time which the termites will enjoy. Added to this 
is the increase in building timber and tree debris left behind after the water recedes. Quite often this is buried in 
land fill or stacked in a pile which adds a new food source which can sustain a larger termite population. As a 
consequence, termite pressure will, in time, be more severe. Therefore it is imperative that an Accredited Termidor 
Applicator performs a thorough inspection of the site to assess the risk and provide recommendations to protect 
your home from future termite infestations. These should be conducted at least every 12 months into the future.

How soon after heavy rain or flooding can a Termidor treatment be done?

As stated above, Termidor binds strongly to the soil particles and will not leach through the soil profile.  
However, this is based on soil that is not saturated at the time of treatment. If the soil is saturated, the Termidor 
(and any other termiticide) will remain in the water phase with little chance to bind to organic matter in the soil 
profile. Therefore the soil needs time to dry out enough so that the soil profile is not in a saturated state. This 
drying time depends on the type of soil, site drainage and the weather conditions after the original wetting event.  
Your Accredited Termidor Applicator is in the best position to answer this question.

For technical advice and product information visit 
pest-control.basf.com.au or call 1800 558 399
Disclaimer: The information submitted in this publication is based on current BASF knowledge and experience. In view of the many factors that may affect its application, this data 
does not relieve the user from carrying out their own tests. The data does not imply assurance of certain properties or of suitability for a specific purpose. It is the responsibility of the 
user to ensure that any proprietary rights and existing laws and legislation are observed. Termidor should be applied by licensed Pest Control operators only. 

ALWAYS READ AND ADHERE TO LABEL DIRECTIONS ON THE PRODUCT CONTAINER.  
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